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spirit that it produced, there could have been no more unsuitable overture to our peace offer of December, 1916, than the Polish Proclamation, which the Czar is said to have described as " a smack in the face for me," and which, in Stunner's words, "killed the peace." In the middle of July, 1914, I wrote to my Berlin deputy from Tarasp, expressing my fear in view of the impending ultimatum to Serbia that Beth-mann-Hollweg's ignorance of English policy might cause an irreparable breach between Russia and us. Without looking into the details of Bethmann's diplomacy at that time, I wrote: " It is only necessary to imagine what sort of policy an English Bismarck would pursue against Russia and Germany. The Chancellor is wholly entangled, bewitched by his idea of courting the favour of perfidious Albion. It is the whole fate of the German people that is in question. Coute que coute :ome to an agreement with Russia and set die against the Bear. All sentimental promptings must be silenced."
Bethmann himself probably could not have obtained a separate peace with Russia before the Polish Proclamation, because Russia was bound to think that he would surely sell her to the English. It was a catastrophe that the Emperor did not find the strength to effect a change of front in our policy in 1916 and to this end appoint a new Chancellor at that time.
The sympathy of our intellectuals for the Western civilization is also partly to blame for this misfortune. In itself it is one-sided because we have long ago as-